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To  THE 

RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN 
AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HEREFORD 


The  Annual  Report  now  presented  deals  with  certain  aspects 
of  the  health  of  the  City  and  with  the  activities  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  the  past  year. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  jointly  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  myself  ; and  the  City  Surveyor  has  provided 
sections  on  sewerage,  public  cleansing,  and  salvage.  I am  solely 
responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  preamble.  The  chief 
clerk,  as  is  customary,  has  compiled  the  tables  from  departmental 
statistics. 


Under  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations 
1935,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  submit  a report 
each  year  to  the  Local  Authority  on  the  sanitary  circumstances, 
the  sanitary  administration,  the  vital  statistics,  and  any  other 
matters  upon  which  he  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report.  That 
duty  has  now  been  discharged,  for  the  year  ended  December  31st, 
1962. 


I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

City  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Hereford. 

Tel.  : Hereford  3021 


June,  1963. 
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PREAMBLE 

“ The  Lonely  Heart.” 

“ The  wind  blows  over  the  lonely  of  heart, 

And  the  lonely  of  heart  is  withered  away.” 

W.  B.  Yeats . 

On  the  basis  of  surveys  carried  out  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  it  has  been  estimated,  that  there  are  about  one  and  a half 
million  people  living  alone  in  Britain  at  the  present  time  ; about 
twice  as  many  as  in  the  immediate  pre-war  years. 

If  we  take  Hereford’s  population  as  about  40,000,  and  if  we 
use  this  national  estimate  as  our  basis  for  calculation,  the  number 
that  could  be  credited  to  our  City  would  be  about  1,200.  Allowance 
must,  however,  be  made  for  the  fact  that  London,  Birmingham, 
and  other  cities  that  are  business,  industrial,  or  university  centres 
attract  preponderatingly  large  numbers  of  young  and  earl}/ 
middle-aged  single  persons.  We  would,  therefore,  be  justified  in 
assuming  that  there  are  not  1,200  persons  in  Hereford,  but  that 
there  could  be  at  least  half  that  number,  five  or  six  hundred  or 
so — men  and  women,  old,  middle-aged,  and  young— living  more 
or  less  by  themselves,  in  houses,  flats,  or  rooms  in  our  City.  We 
do  not,  at  the  present  time,  have  any  means  of  ascertaining  the 
degree  of  accuracy  of  this  figure,  but  the  forth-coming  analysis 
by  the  Registrar  General,  of  the  data  obtained  at  the  recent 
census,  may  provide  some  indication.  Nevertheless,  it  is  possible 
that  our  estimate  of  approximately  600  may  be  a low  one,  because 
single  persons  in  need  of  accommodation  and  work  gravitate 
naturally  to  the  City  of  Hereford,  as  it  is  the  social,  administrative, 
and  industrial  hub  of  the  county.  Many  others  who  are  employed 
outside  the  City,  for  example,  teachers,  commercial  representatives, 
local  government  officers,  find  it  convenient  to  take  accommodation 
in  Hereford  and  to  travel  by  car  or  public  service  vehicle  daily  to 
different  parts  of  Herefordshire. 

Many  of  these  persons  who  live  alone  in  our  crowded  cities, 
and  in  Hereford,  are  believed  to  have  no  companionship  after 
their  day’s  work  is  done,  apart  from  that  provided  by  a dog,  a 
cat,  or  a cage-bird.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  loneliness 
among  adults  of  both  sexes,  and  particularly  among  the  middle- 
aged  and  the  elderly,  is  coming  to  be  regarded  as  a social  problem 
of  some  magnitude  ; and  one  that  is  already  taking  toll  of  the 
mental  health  of  the  nation.  The  loneliness  to  which  1 refer  is 
what  has  been  defined  as  the  condition  of  an  individual  who 
desires  social  contact  with  others,  but  who  is  unable  to  achieve  it 
because  of  something  inherent  in  his  or  her  character,  or  because 
of  external  circumstances. 

All  people  who  live  alone  are  not  lonely  ; far  from  it  : but 
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the  surveys  to  which  I have  referred,  have  revealed  that  a large 
proportion  are,  in  fact,  lonely,  particularly  those  aged  forty 
years  and  over.  This  loneliness  is  most  acute  throughout  weekends. 
Some  of  these  solitary  people  admit  to  having  no  human  com- 
panionship or  social  activity  whatsoever  after  finishing  work  on 
Friday  evening  or  Saturday  morning  until  work  begins  again  on 
Monday. 

Though  periods  of  solitude,  from  time  to  time,  can  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  human  spirit,  loneliness  is  rightly  regarded  by 
psychiatrists  as  being  harmful  to  mental  and  physical  health.  A 
lonely  person  becomes,  in  course  of  time,  an  unhappy  person. 
He  (or  she)  gradually  loses  interest  in  social  activities,  and  ceases 
to  have  the  will-power  to  participate  in  them.  He  becomes  a prey 
to  physical  disease  and  mental  disorder  ; he  finds  himself  unable 
to  accept  or  to  respond  to  human  affection,  which  is  a fundamental 
necessity  for  all  normal  human  beings.  Ultimately,  he  ends  as  a 
liability  to  the  community.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  risk  of  a severe  nervous  breakdown,  requiring  treatment  at  a 
mental  health  clinic,  is  far  greater  among  persons  living  solitary 
lives. 

Many  factors  play  a part  in  increasing  the  numbers  of  persons 
leading  solitary  lives  nowadays,  apart  from  the  obvious  one  of 
moving  to  a new  area  for  employment  purposes.  There  is  the 
modern  tendency  to  one  or  two  child  families  ; the  disruption  of 
family  life  by  divorce  or  separation  ; the  emotionally  disturbing 
effects  of  broken  homes  on  children — the  effects  continuing  into 
adult  life  and  conditioning  their  social  reactions.  There  is  the 
death  of  parents  or  near  relatives  ; or  the  adoption,  as  a way  of 
life,  of  the  policy  of  “ keeping  myself  to  myself  ; ” or,  perhaps 
most  important  of  all,  there  is  the  feeling  of  personal  inadequacy 
or  of  failure  that  affects  some  people,  both  young  and  old,  and 
that  makes  it  difficult  for  them  to  respond  to,  or  to  take  the 
initiative  in  friendly  approaches.  These  are  some  of  the  recognised 
causes,  but  anything  in  our  social  or  educational  systems  that  is 
capable  of  sowing  the  seeds  of  psychological  insecurity  or  of  loss 
of  self-confidence  in  childhood,  should  be  regarded  as  a potential 
cause  of  social  withdrawal,  of  loneliness,  and  of  possible  breakdown 
in  adult  life. 

Much  is  being  done  in  our  midst  by  official  and  voluntary 
agencies  to  encourage  and  to  give  practical  assistance  to  special 
groups  such  as  the  disabled  (for  example,  the  blind,  and  the  spastic) 
to  enable  them  to  maintain  or  to  extend  their  social  contacts  and 
their  participation  in  life  and  affairs.  The  work  for  aged  persons 
who  are  living  in  their  own  homes,  that  is  being  carried  out  by 
the  County  Council  (as  a Welfare  Authority),  by  the  Community 
Council,  by  the  W.V.S.,  and  by  the  Churches,  is  admirable,  as  I 
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know  frond  personal  experience  through  visiting  aged  persons. 
Nevertheless,  the  difficulties  that  faced  a former  Mayor  of  Hereford 
(the  late  Councillor  D.  J.  Shaw)  when  he  tried  to  ensure  that  no 
aged  person  was  inadvertently  omitted  from  his  Christmas  party 
invitation  list,  revealed  a distinct  lack  of  precise  and  complete 
information  about  the  aged.  The  same  applies  to  certain  other 
categories  of  persons  living  in  our  city.  For  example,  information 
about  the  young  and  the  middle-aged  who  are  living  alone  in 
flats,  rooms,  or  lodgings  is  almost  non-existent. 

It  may  well  be  that  what  is  required  in  Hereford  and  elsewhere, 
is  a co-ordinated  effort  in  which  the  existing  interested  bodies 
would  play  a part  in  seeking  out  all  lonely  folk  ; not  restricting 
ourselves  to  the  aged  and  the  disabled  as  has  been  largely  the  case 
hitherto.  The  appointment  of  Street  Wardens  on  a voluntary 
basis  (like  those  who  did  such  valuable  work  for  Civil  Defence 
during  the  war)  could  be  the  solution  in  a rapidly-growing  city 
like  ours.  The  Wardens  would  soon  get  to  know  everybody  in 
their  street  (or  streets),  and  also  become  known  to  everybody,  and 
be  available  to  advise  and  help  should  the  need  arise. 

There  would  be  potential  danger  in  a voluntary  service  like 
this  unless  wardens  were  selected  carefully  and  were  discreet  and 
tactful.  There  could  be  allegations  of  snooping,  or  charges  of 
creating  street  busybodies,  but  we  should  not  be  deflected  by 
difficulties  if  the  need  for  some  such  service  can  be  convincingly 
demonstrated.  Street  wardens  might  not,  in  the  event,  be  needed, 
because  many  people  are  already  aware  of,  or  are  in  a position 
to  draw  attention  to,  the  lonely  or  solitary  persons  they  come 
across  in  the  course  of  their  daily  duties.  The  family  doctor,  the 
district  nurse,  the  welfare  workers  (Local  Authority  and  British 
Red  Cross),  the  vicars  and  ministers  of  the  churches,  the  ward 
councillors,  and  so  on,  could  pass  information  about  such  persons 
if  there  was  a central  co-ordinating  committee  or  office.  But, 
even  at  this  stage,  we  know  from  individual  cases,  that  there  must 
be  quite  a number  of  young  and  middle-aged  people  in  our  city 
who  need,  and  would  appreciate,  and  would  benefit  from  help. 
These  young  (or  quite  young)  persons,  though  they  may  not  be  in 
financial  straits,  are  leading  lonely,  solitary  lives,  and  they  may 
be  longing  for  a friendly  but  disinterested  approach  by  persons 
working  for  a voluntary  social  service.  There  are,  of  course, 
others  (perhaps  those  whose  need  is  greatest)  who  would  refuse  it 
absolutely,  saying  they  prefer  to  be  left  alone. 

The  help  offered  would  take  a variety  of  forms  according  to 
circumstances.  In  the  case  of  the  young  and  the  middle-aged  who 
are  active,  though  solitary  or  lonely,  it  could,  for  example,  take 
the  form  of  inviting  the  person  to  join  a suitable  society  or  club, 
accompanying  him  to  it,  and  making  introduction  to  members  of 
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kindred  disposition.  There  are,  in  our  city,  about  seventy  clubs 
and  societies  covering  almost  every  conceivable  aspect  of  recrea- 
tional activity  or  interest  ; some  of  which,  if  not  most,  would 
welcome  new  members. 

What  I have  in  mind  from  the  organisational  point  of  view 
is  a body,  something  along  the  lines  of  the,  apparently,  very 
successful  City  of  Worcester  Good  Neighbours  Service,  that  would 
bring  cohesion  to,  and  extend  where  appropriate,  the  activities 
of  those  several  societies  and  agencies  that  are  already  at  work 
in  this  increasingly  important  field  of  voluntary  social  service. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


x\rea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,031  acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Mid-year  Popula- 
tion ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41,300 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  12,306 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £674,629 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £2,600 


Vital  Statistics 

Males  Females 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  405  373 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  21  17 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  8 6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 — 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 
T otal  live  and  still-births 
Infant  deaths 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  ... 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ... 
Maternal  deaths 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ... 


Total 

778 

38 


17.8 

4.7% 

14 

1 

18.1 

831 


13 


15.9 

14.1 


52.6 

12.3 

8.6 

26.5 


The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and 
Live  Birth  Rate 
Infant  Mortality  Rate 
Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Wales  for  1962  were  : 
...  ...  18.0 

21.4 

1 1 9 

* * » » « » J.  X . ♦ / 


Males 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 


Females  Total 

225  461 

12.3 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  of  which  there  were  13  in 
1962  were,  in  the  main,  due  to  prematurity,  congenital  abnor- 
malities, and  acute  respiratory  infections. 

There  were  no  deaths  among  the  38  illegitimate  births. 

Of  the  infant  deaths,  4 were  female  and  9 male  ; 2 of  the 
female  and  4 of  the  male  babies  dying  within  one  week  from  birth. 


Puerperal  Morbidity. — There  were  2 cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia, 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  responsibility  for  supplying  pure  and  wholesome  water  for 
the  citizens  of  Hereford  rests  with  the  Herefordshire  Water  Board 
and  their  Engineer  and  Manager,  Mr.  W.  H.  Austin,  B.Sc. 

Regular  sampling,  week  by  week,  at  consumers’  taps,  is 
carried  out  by  public  health  inspectors  to  ensure  that  the  water  is 
safe  and  potable.  Sampling  at  the  Water-works  (the  property  of  the 
Water  Boaid,  following  transfer  from  the  City  Council  in  1960)  is 
undertaken  by  the  Engineer  and  Manager.  Copies  of  the  labor- 
atory reports  on  the  samples  taken  by  him  and  by  us  are  ex- 
changed, thus  enabling  the  Board  and  the  Health  Department  to  be 
kept  constantly  fully  informed.  It  should  be  remembered  that  not 
only  the  intake  at  the  River  Wye  and  the  treatment  works  are  the 
property  of  the  Board  : the  distribution  reticulum,  throughout 
the  city,  was  included  in  the  transfer  under  the  Herefordshire 
Water  Board  Order. 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  forty  five  samples  of  this 
treated  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  water  was  shown  to  be  of  the  same  high  quality  as  in  former 
years.  Reports  on  the  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee monthly. 

All  premises  in  the  City,  with  the  exception  of  6 houses 
supplied  from  wells,  receive  the  supply  direct  from  the  water  mains, 

STRONTIUM  90  IN  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  presence  of  dangerous  radioactive  substances,  particularly 
Strontium  90,  in  public  water  supplies  in  certain  parts  of  the  coun- 
try led  to  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  resolving  in  1960, 
that  our  water  should  be  specially  tested  for  radioactivity  at  six- 
monthly  intervals. 

There  was  no  reason  to  think  that  our  public  supply  would  be 
heavily  contaminated,  but,  because  the  source  of  the  River  Wye, 
from  which  our  water  is  taken,  is  in  the  Welsh  mountains,  where 
atomic  bomb  fall-out  is  greater  by  reason  of  the  higher  rainfall,  it 
was  thought  wise  to  check  the  amount  of  radioactivity  remaining 
by  the  time  the  water  had  reached  the  consumer. 

The  tests  over  the  first  18  months  revealed  that  the  Strontium 
90  content  was  well  below  danger  level.  A sharp  rise  in  1961, 
following  a long  series  of  atomic  bomb  explosions  by  the  Soviet 
Union,  made  the  Council  decide  to  increase  the  frequency  of  testing 
from  six-monthly  to  monthly  intervals,  in  case  there  should  be  a 
further  rise,  not  detected  by  the  twice-yearly  sampling. 

The  monthly  sampling  and  analyses  during  1961  showed  a 
progressive  reduction  in  fall-out  contamination  after  initial  much 
higher  readings. 

This  reduction  continued  into  1962,  but  during  the  month  of 
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August  there  was  a sudden  jump  to  the  highest  point  yet  reached 
in  our  series  of  tests.  At  18.2  pico-curies  per  litre,  the  amount  of 
radioactivity  in  the  water  was  sufficient  to  cause  us  some  uneasi- 
ness lest  it  should  rise  higher  still,  but  the  levels  actually  fell 
slightly  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  public  baths  provide  a useful  and  popular  service  to  the 
community.  Extensive  use  is  made  of  them  by  country  residents 
as  well  as  citizens  of  Hereford. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  present  building,  and  with  the  length 
of  the  pool,  by  members  of  the  Council  and  others,  is  well  known. 
It  has  been  the  subject  of  comment  in  previous  annual  reports. 

During  1962  still  further  consideration  was  given  to  the 
question  of  whether  it  would  be  better,  in  the  long  run,  to  provide 
a completely  new  baths,  or  whether  modifications  of  the  existing 
one  would  suffice.  The  main  difficulty  is,  unquestionably,  financial. 
Most  members,  if  not  all,  would  prefer  to  see  a modern,  larger, 
more  attractive  baths  were  it  not  that  the  cost  would  impose 
a heavy  burden  on  an  already  highly  rated  city. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  asked  me  to  include  in  this 
Annual  Report  certain  particulars  relating  to  the  existing  Public 
Baths. 

The  Baths,  which  are  of  80,000  gallons  capacit}/,  are  filled 
with  chlorinated  water  from  the  public  water  supply  once  a year. 
Filtration,  chlorination,  and  treatment  with  alumina-ferric  and 
sodium  carbonate  are  carried  out  continuously  while  the  baths  are 
in  use.  The  whole  of  the  80,000  gallons  are  purified  every  3 J hours. 

The  Baths  Superintendent  and  his  staff  make  checks  on  the 
level  of  residual  chlorine  at  stated  intervals  during  the  day  ; and 
the  findings  are  entered  in  a permanent  record.  In  addition, 
bacteriological  analysis  is  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  on  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
about  twice  each  month,  while  the  baths  are  in  actual  use,  and 
without  prior  arrangement  with  the  staff  at  the  baths. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

There  is  little  activity  to  report  under  this  heading  as,  apart 
from  the  completion  of  the  Northern  Area  Sewer  and  ancillary 
works,  and  the  new  surface  water  sewer  to  deal  with  the  Wiggin 
Wire  Mill  site,  no  new  major  works  of  sewerage  have  been  started. 

Perhaps  a small  but  significant  event  should  be  put  on  record 
arising  out  of  a serious  risk  of  diesel  oil  reaching  the  river  via 
the  Old  Eign  Sewer.  Fortunately,  and  only  by  constant  day  and 
night  endeavour,  we  were  able  to  prevent  this  quantity  of  oil, 
estimated  at  over  400  gallons,  getting  into  the  river.  Had  it 
done  so,  the  consequences  would  have  been  appalling.  It  is 
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apparent,  after  very  full  and  persistent  investigations,  that  this 
oil  came  from  the  British  Transport  Commission  Fuelling  Depot 
at  Barrs  Court.  The  investigations  also  revealed  the  presence  of 
an  old  sewer  (the  existence  of  which  was  unknown)  into  which  the 
oil  found  its  way.  The  matter  is  still  under  review  and  it  is  expected 
that  we  shall  ultimately  be  able  to  seal  off  this  old  sewer. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  have  functioned  reasonably 
satisfactorily  during  the  year,  but  the  position  has  clearly  been 
reached  when  major  extensions  will  shortly  have  to  be  undertaken. 
In  the  first  instance  these  will  involve  additional  pumping  plant, 
storm  water  provision  and  sludge  disposal  arrangements.  Subse- 
quently, the  extensions  will  affect  other  parts  of  the  works. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Particulars  of  types  and  usage  of  Sanitary  Com^eniences  at 
dwellings  and  other  premises  : — 

Number  of  dwellings  using  pail  closets  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  other  premises  using  pail  closets  ...  4 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  two  houses  74 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  three  or 

more  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

The  premises  using  the  conservancy  system  are  not  served  by 
the  City  sewerage  system. 

All  other  premises  in  the  City  are  provided  with  water  closets 
and  in  the  case  of  dwellings  have  separate  use  of  a convenience. 

The  houses  having  common  conveniences  are  old  properties 
and  may  be  subject  to  action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

On  the  matter  of  refuse  collection,  the  position  is  as  it  was 
twelve  months  ago,  namely,  that  with  an  increasing  population 
and  number  of  houses,  the  organisation  of  the  service  must  be 
kept  constantly  under  review  in  order  to  maintain  the  once  weekly 
collection. 

During  the  coming  year,  new  freighters  will  have  to  be 
purchased  which,  being  of  a modern  type,  should  be  capable  of 
meeting  some  of  the  increased  quantities  of  refuse  without  a 
proportionately  increased  number  of  freighters. 

The  refuse  disposal  arrangements  at  Edgar  Street  have  been 
strained  to  their  maximum  capacity.  Proposals  have  now  been 
formally  submitted  for  loan  consent  in  respect  of  composting 
plant  to  be  installed  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £43,000.  This  plant 
should  be  operative  during  1963  and,  consequently,  improvement 
at  Edgar  Street  should  be  reflected  in  greater  efflcienc}^  and 
reduced  costs.  During  the  year,  a Grit  Arrester  plant  has  been 
installed  at  the  Destructor  but  after  a reasonably  satisfactory 
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start,  the  efficiency  has  not  been  maintained.  The  installation  is 
constantly  under  review  and  the  necessary  alterations  will  have 
to  be  effected  as  early  as  possible  in  1963. 

The  salvage  position  remains  reasonably  stable,  but  as  a 
result  of  a local  merchant  closing  down  his  waste  paper  activities, 
we  have  been  somewhat  overwhelmed  with  the  additional 
quantities  reaching  the  baling  plant.  Additional  baling  machinery 
is  to  be  installed  and  this  should  solve  the  problem,  and,  so  long  as 
the  market  remains  as  it  is  at  present,  the  increased  revenue 
should  be  of  no  small  proportions. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the 
Caravans  and  Camping  Grounds 
Clean  Air  Act 

Cinemas  and  Licensed  Premises 
Diseases  of  Animals  Acts 
Explosives  Act 
Factories  Act 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Sampling) 

Food  Vehicles 
Food  Stalls 
Food  Premises 
Food  (Unsound)  ... 

Housing  (General) 

Ice-Cream  Premises 
Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 
Knackers  Yard 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 
Milk  Sampling  for  Biological  Examination 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  ... 

National  Assistance  Act  ... 

Nuisances  (including  inspections  of  drainage,  sewei 
sanitary  conveniences  and  dustbins) 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Pest  Control 
Public  Conveniences 
Pet  Animals  Act  ... 

Shops  Act  ... 

Slaughterhouse 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 
Verminous  Premises 
Water  Supply  and  Sampling 
Miscellaneous 
Noise  Abatement  ... 

Meat  Staining  and  Sterilization  Regulations 
Hydrogen  Cyanide  Fumigation  ... 


year: — 
148 
344 
32 
2 

30 
208 
90 
45 
04 
413 
105 
812 
53 


5 

109 

72 

10 

35 

5 

990 

25 

32 

150 

5 

324 

350 

2 

18 

0 

199 

109 

3 

15 

1 


4,987 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  FOUND 

Particulars  of  nuisances  and  other  contraventions  found  during 
the  year  for  which  the  requisite  Statutory  and  informal  notices 
were  served  : — 

Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 
Choked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Public  Health  Act,  1936/61 

Choked  and  Defective  Public  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  17 

Choked  and  Defective  Private  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drainage  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Defects  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  3 

To  Provide  Satisfactory  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  3 

To  Cleanse  Sanitary  Convenience  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housing  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dangerous  Structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Accumulation  of  Rubbish  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  Waste  Papers  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  Manure  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  of  Bedding  and  Rags  ...  ...  ...  1 

Accumulation  of  Old  Furniture  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prevention  of  Deposits  of  Dust,  etc.  from  Factory 
Chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Contraventions  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations...  ...  39 

Factories  Act 

Provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  23 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 

Contraventions  of  the  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  12 

Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization)  Regulations 

Ensure  that  meat  is  either  stained  or  sterilized  ...  3 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Contraventions  of  the  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  15 

Clean  Air  Act 

Abatement  of  Smoke  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops  Act 

Contraventions  of  Section  38  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Provisions  ...  ..,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT 

Under  certain  Orders,  etc.,  made  under  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  the  origin  of  certain  imported  foods  must  be  exhibited 
in  the  shop  at  the  time  of  sale  of  such  foods. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  check  on  these  matters  during 
routine  inspections  of  food  shops  and  draw  the  attention  of  the 
management  to  any  contravention. 

Thirty-five  special  visits  were  made  to  food  shops  for  this 
purpose  during  1962. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

A list  of  the  public  conveniences  in  the  City  is  given  below. 

Full-time  attendants  are  employed  at  the  ladies’  conveniences 
in  Maylord  Street  and  Union  Street,  where  the  premises,  fittings 
and  general  hygiene  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Free  washing  facilities - hot  water,  soap,  and  towel— are 
provided  at  Maylord  Street  and  Union  Street  (ladies’  sections 
only)  at  a cost  of  approximately  £150  in  1962. 


Conveniences 

Male 

Female 

Bewell  Street  ... 

...  + 

+ 

Buhners’  Playing  Field 

...  + 

+ 

'Bus  Station,  Commercial  Road 

...  + 

+ 

Castle  Green 

+ 

+ 

Cattle  Market 

...  + (2) 

+ 

Cemetery 

~b 

+ 

Edgar  Street 

+ 

+ 

King  George’s  Playing  Field  ... 

-T 

+ 

Maylord  Street 

+ 

Newmarket  Street 

...  + 

— 

Ritz,  Commercial  Road 

...  + 

~T 

St.  Martin’s  Avenue  ... 

+ 

+ 

St.  Owen’s  Gate 

~T 

— 

Station  Approach 

+ 

— 

Union  Street 

4~ 

+ 

West  Street 

...  + 

— 

Widemarsh  Common  ... 

...  + 

+ 

Wye  Street 

...  + 

— . 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 
National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution. 

This  survey  is  organised  and  controlled  by  the  Department 
of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  Its  purpose  is  to  investigate 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere.  Two  important  pollutants  of  the  air 
in  our  cities  are  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 
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Hereford  having  been  selected,  among  other  districts,  as  a 
town  in  which  the  measurement  of  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke 
would  be  of  value  to  the  D.S.I.R.  in  preparing  their  report  on 
atmospheric  pollution  of  the  country  as  a whole,  the  City  Council 
decided  to  take  part  in  the  survey,  and  to  set  up  three  stations. 
The  stations  are  sited  at  the  following  points  : — 

1.  The  Gas  Works,  Mortimer  Road,  by  kind  permission  of 
the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board. 

2.  Herefordshire  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Hos- 
pital, by  kind  permission  of  the  Herefordshire  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

3.  Red  Hill  Secondary  Modern  School,  by  kind  permission 
of  the  Herefordshire  Education  Authority. 

The  results  already  obtained  show  that  air  pollution  in 
Hereford  is  greater  than  we  would  have  thought  in  view  of  the 
largely  residential  character  of  our  City  and  the  absence  of 
industrial  smoke.  It  is,  of  course,  generally  recognised  that 
domestic  chimneys  are  the  principal  source  of  the  smoke  and 
grime  that  afflict  so  many  of  our  large  towns,  but  it  is  now  becom- 
ing clear  that  the  same  must  apply  to  Hereford,  though  to  a 
lesser  degree. 

Though  there  is  a city  byelaw  under  which  grates  installed 
in  all  new  houses  must  be  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel, 
there  is  no  obligation  (as  yet)  on  householders  to  use  smokeless 
fuels  in  place  of  coal. 


FACTORIES  ACT 

1.- — Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

30 

2 

(it)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

174 

208 

21 

(Hi)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

13 

2 

Total 

223 

212 

21 

— 

16 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

Prosecu- 

tions 

(6) 

to  Ii.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.3) 

- — 

— 

• — - 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6)  

— • 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

Insufficient 

l 

- — - 

— 

I 

• — 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

20 

18 

— 

2 

— 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— — 

18 

— 

— 

Total 

22 

18 

18 

4 

Nil 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Seci 

Hon  111 

Nature 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
110  (1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel 
Making  etc., 
Cleaning  and 
Washing 

6 

Making  of  cur- 
tains and  fur- 
niture hang- 
ings 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

3. — Outworks  Premises. 

Number  of  Premises  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Visits 

Number  of  Notices  ...  — 


17 


SHOPS  ACT 


Sanitary  Provisions 


This  year  we  have  made  a feature  of  shops  inspection,  mainly 
in  relation  to  compliance  with  Section  38  (which  relates  to  washing 
facilities,  sanitary  conveniences,  facilities  for  taking  meals  on  the 
premises,  lighting,  heating  and  ventilation).  It  is  found  that  the 
proprietors  and  occupiers  generally  are  co-operative  and  keep  to 
reasonable  standards  in  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary 
requirements.  In  a few  cases,  however,  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  provide  better  ventilation  for  the  premises. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


Number  recorded  in  the  City — 

Fellmongers  

Gut  Scrapers 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 


1 

1 

1 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
ACT,  1960. 

There  are  five  large  caravan  sites  licensed,  accommodating 
122,  82,  52,  21  and  12  caravans  respectively. 

In  addition,  there  are  11  small  caravan  sites  licensed  and 
accommodating  a total  of  15  caravans. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  148 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of  Property 

Non-  Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

A uthority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(3) 

All  other 
( including 
Business 
Premises ) 

(4) 

Total 
of  cols 
(1)  (2) 
& (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

(1)  Number  of  Properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  Dist. 

90 

12,306 

3,794 

16,190 

37 

(2)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of:- 
(a)  Notification 

28 

75 

97 

200 

5 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

— 

I 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

(3)  Number  of  properties 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

fMajor 

(a)  Rats 

f Minor 

21 

37 

56 

114 

5 

fMajor 

(i b ) Mice<J 

f Minor 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

13 

27 

47 

— 

(4)  Number  of  infested  prop- 
erties (in  Sect.  (3)) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

28 

50 

83 

161 

5 

From  the  table  above  it  will  be  seen  that  0.4%  of  all  dwellings 
and  2.2%  of  all  business  and  industrial  premises  in  the  City 
were  treated  for  infestations  of  rats  or  mice.  Of  agricultural 
properties  (including  piggeries),  13.5%  were  found  to  be  infested. 


RAT  INFESTATION  IN  SEWERS 

In  the  City,  there  is  very  little  rat  and  mice  infestation.  It  is 
found  that  poisoning  treatments  once  or  twice  a year  are  adequate 
to  keep  such  infestations  under  control. 
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PESTS  CONTROL 

In  addition  to  the  service  for  rats  and  mice  destruction  the 
Department  operates  a service  for  the  control  of  insect  pests. 
Advice  is  given  on  methods  to  eradicate  insects  found  in  and 
about  dwellings  and  other  premises.  Where  requested,  destruction 
of  such  pests  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department  at  agreed 
charges. 


HOUSING 

In  1962,  340  dwellings  were  completed  by  the  local  authority 
and  216  by  private  enterprise. 

462  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Housing  Committee  during 
the  year. 

Unfit  Dwellings  (Individual  dwellings) 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  relet  ...  ...  — - 

Number  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  ...  1 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  for  habitation...  18 

CLEARANCE  AREAS 

During  the  year,  action  was  taken  to  secure  the  clearance  of 
groups  of  unfit  dwellings  in  several  areas.  This  action  embraced 
35  dwellings  in  Railway  Place,  Canonmoor  Street,  and  Richmond 
Street,  5 in  Eign  Road,  20  in  Perseverance  Road  and  Mortimer 
Road,  and  17  in  Stonebow  Road  and  Johnsons  Almshouses. 

In  addition,  further  consideration  was  given  to  the  proposed 
Bryngwyn  Terrace  Clearance  Area  ; and  to  the  possibility  of 
dealing  with  unfit  dwellings  in  Gwynne  Street. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Improvement  Grants  are  intended  to  help  owners  of  old 
houses,  which  still  have  a useful  life,  to  bring  them  up-to-date  with 
modern  amenities.  The  grants  are  also  available  for  converting 
large  houses  into  two  or  more  flats  or  for  making  new  dwellings 
out  of  buildings  used  for  other  purposes  such  as  coach  houses. 
Grants  are  not  payable  for  normal  repairs  or  renewals,  nor  for 
remedying  faults  resulting  from  neglect  or  poor  maintenance. 

Two  kinds  of  grant  are  available  under  new  arrangements 
introduced  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in 
1959.  They  are  called  Standard  Grants  and  Discretionary  Grants. 

To  qualify  for  a Standard  Grant,  the  house  must,  after  the 
improvements  have  been  completed,  be  provided  with  five  stan- 
dard amenities,  namely,  bath,  wash  basin,  hot  water  supply  with 
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connections,  water  closet,  and  larder.  The  grant,  up  to  a maxi- 
mum of  £155,  must  be  paid  by  the  Council,  provided  that  the 
requisite  conditions  are  complied  with. 

The  second  kind  of  grant,  the  Discretionary  Grant,  is  paid 
solely  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council.  It  is  available  for  a wider 
range  of  improvements,  the  Twelve  Point  Standard  as  it  has  been 
called.  The  maximum  grant  per  house  in  this  case  is  £400. 

During  1962,  16  Standard  Grants  and  1 Discretionary  Grant 
were  approved. 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 


No.  of  Certificates  granted 

,,  ,,  ,,  refused  ...  ... 

,,  ,,  cancelled  ... 

No.  of  Undertakings  given  by  Owners 

,,  ,,  S!  cancelled 


1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

In  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  1956,  all  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  either 
Pasteurised  or  Tuberculin  Tested  ; and,  in  fact,  a large  percentage 
of  the  milk  carries  both  these  designations.  In  addition,  five 
retailers  sell  Channel  Islands  Milk,  and  one  retailer  deals  in 
Sterilized  Milk. 

The  number  of  persons  or  bodies  registered  to  sell  milk  in  the 
City  is  55. 


Particulars  of  Designated  Milk  Sampling  and  Testing 

During  the  Year 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

38 

Phosphatase 

38 

— 

Methylene  Blue 

38 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

12 

Phosphatase 

12 

— 

(Pasteurised) 

Methylene  Blue 

12 

— 

Sterilised... 

9 

Turbidity 

9 

— 
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Biological  Examination  of  Milk  and  Cream 

Five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Worcester,  for  biological  tests  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli  and  B.  abortus.  All  the  samples  were  reported 
negative. 


ICE  CREAM 

Supervision  and  Control  of  the  Manufacture  and  Sale 

of  Ice  Cream 

Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

One  hundred  and  thirty-four  persons  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice-cream  obtained  their  supplies  from  ten  manufacturers 
outside  the  City.  Thus,  only  six  vendors  sold  ice-cream  manu- 
factured locally. 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  taken  during  1962 
Bacteriological  Analysis 

18  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital.  These 
were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  graded 
accordingly. 

Samples  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  deemed  satisfactory, 
those  in  Grades  3 and  4 unsatisfactory. 


TABLE  A 

Results  of  All  Samples  Taken  in  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisior 

lal  Grade 

C otal 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

2 (33.4%) 

1 (16.6%) 

2 (33.4%) 

1 (16-6%) 

6 

Cold  Mix 

10  (83.4%) 

2 (16.6%) 

— 

— 

12 

Total 

12  (66.6%) 

3 (16.6%) 

2 (11.2%) 

1 (5.6%) 

18 

15  (83.3%) 

3 (16 

•7%) 

22 


TABLE  B 

Comparative  Results  of  all  Satisfactory  Samples  for  the  Last 

Three  Years 


All 

Local 

External 

Year 

Samples 

Manufacturers 

Manufacturers 

1960  .. 

94.7% 

100% 

83.3% 

1961 

91.7% 

90% 

100% 

1962  

83.3% 

84.7% 

80% 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  522 
visits  to  food  premises.  By  this  means  we  are  in  constant  contact 
with  the  proprietors  and  management  of  the  establishments, 
thus  maintaining  good  will  and  co-operation  with  the  catering- 
trade.  This  system  of  revisiting  and  discussions  with  the  pro- 
prietors and  management  in  the  industry  is  invaluable  in  getting- 
reasonable  compliance  with  the  standards  set  by  the  Regulations. 

During  the  year  two  lectures  on  food  hygiene  were  given  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  ; one  to  the  members  of  a women’s 
organisation  and  one  to  members  of  the  Local  Consumers  Advisory 
Association. 


FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  CITY 

Preserved-food  preparing  premises  registered 
under  private  act 
Fish  friers 
Fishmongers  ... 

Bakers 
Greengrocers 
Sugar  confectioners 
Grocers  ...  ... 

Licensed  premises  ... 

Catering  establishments 
Butchers 

Ice-Cream  manufacturers 


39 

10 

5 

9 

29 

38 

79 

96 

155 

41 

5 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS— INSPECTION  AND  CONTROL 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City.  The 
Public  Abattoir  is  now  used  jointly  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation  and  the  local  butchers.  The  provisions  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-58,  are  strictly  enforced. 
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Food  Transport 

The  transport  of  food  is  controlled  by  the  City  Bye-laws  and 
by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  I960.  Constant  supervision  of 
vehicles  was  maintained. 


Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected, 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  at  the  Public  Abattoir, 
Stonebow  Road. 


Beeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

4,679 

367 

19,466 

7,874 

Number  Inspected 

4,679 

368 

19,472 

7,874 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercus  Bovis 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

2 

2 

17 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1,047 

2 

762 

988 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis or  Cysticercus  Bovis 

22.5 

1.1 

4.0 

12.6 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

103 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

.02 



_ 

1.3 

Cysticercus  Bovis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

- — 

■ — 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

12 

— 

— - 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  C. 
Bovis 

0.3 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
32,393.  This  is  a decrease  of  1,748  on  the  1961  figure. 
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Weight  of  Diseased 

and  Unsound  Meat 

AND 

Offal 

Con- 

demned  : 

Tons 

cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Home-killed — Meat 

• • •••  ••• 

4 

1 

16 

Offal  . 

7 

• • •••  » • * * 

1 

1 

27 

Imported  Meat 

• • • • • ••• 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  9 

5 

3 

15 

The  whole  of  this  meat  was  either  destroyed  at  the  refuse 
destructor  or  processed  for  animal  feeding  stuffs. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

No  animals  were  notified  under  this  order  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  Calves 

No  calves  slaughtered  at  the  City  Abattoir  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Routine  examination  of  all  beeves  was  carried  out  and  in  12 
cases  cysts  were  found.  All  of  the  affected  carcases  and  offal  were 
sent  for  refrigeration  at  a temperature  below  20°F.  for  21  days  in 
accordance  with  Ministry  of  Food  Memo.  3/Meat. 


OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTED  AND  SURRENDERED 


Tons  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Tons  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Baby  Foods 

1 

Flour  Confectionery 

161 

Bacon 

4 

3 

n 

Fresh  Fruit 

1 

0 

23 

Butter,  Margarine 

Frozen  Foods 

1 

0 

17 

and  Fat 

2 

4j 

Fruit  Juice 

31 

Candied  Peel 

25 

Fruit  Pulp 

14 

•> 

w 

111 

Canned  Cream  ... 

A3 

Jams  and  Syrups 

151 

Canned  Fish 

‘> 

w 

HU 

Meat  Products  ... 

3 

51 

Canned  Fruit 

15 

»> 

20-1 

Milk  Products 

3 

Canned  Fruit  Juice 

61 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

•) 

5 

Canned  Soup 

1 

1 

161 

Rabbits  ... 

1 

•> 

Canned  Vegetables 

Shell  Fish 

15 

Cereals 

3 

21f 

Sugar 

2 

Cheese 

4 

Vegetables 

17 

Chicken  ... 

1 

8J 

Vegetable  Products 

14 

Cream 

Cured  Fish 

1 

14 

Wet  Fish 

3 

1 

5 

Dried  Fruit 

Egg  White 

1 

24 

21 

9 

jLJ 

8 

2 

27 

Fish  Products 

6 

Flour 

1 

11 

Quails  ...  ...  6 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION  OF  CARCASES 


Beeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Bilateral  Hydronephrosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Emaciation 

— 

1 

— 

9 

Gangrene 

— . 

- — - 

1 

Gangrenous  Pneumonia 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

Hydronephrosis 

• — 

— 

2 

— 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Injury  and  Bruising 

1 

— 

9 

• 

Inflamation 

— 

— 

I 



Moribund 

— 

__ 

1 

— 

Nephritis 

— 

I 

1 

- — - 

Oedema  ... 

— 

- — ■ 

4 



Peritonitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Peritonitis  (acute) 

— 

• — 

1 

I 

Septicaemia 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

Septic  Arthritis  ... 

• — - 

— - 

1 

— 

Septic  Mastitis  ... 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

Urticaria, 

— 

— . 

— 

1 

2 

2 

17 

6 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
SAMPLING  OFFICER’S  REPORT 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year,  and  the 
results  of  the  analyses  : — 


A rticle 

Nt 

Subm 

j. 

itted 

N( 

Genii 

tine 

N 

U nsati 

0. 

s factory 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Milk 

17 



17 







Cream  ... 

5 

— 

4 



1 



Ice  Cream 

5 

, 

5 

— 

- — • 

• 

Broken  Rice  ... 

- — - 

l 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Brown  Rice  ... 

— 

1 



1 

— 

— 

Creamed  Sago 

- — • 

1 

— . 

1 

— • 

— 

Flake  Tapioca 

_ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ground  Rice  ... 

- — ■ 

2 

— . 

2 

— 

r- 

Long  Grain  Rice 

• — ■ 

1 

— 

1 

— 

• 

Mayonnaise  ... 

• — - 

1 

— - 

1 

— • 

— 

Sago  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

• — - 

- — • 

Salad  Cream  ... 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— ■ 

— 

Seed  Pearl  Tapioca  ... 

1 

— 

l 

• — - 

• — ■ 

Semolina 

— 

2 

— — 

2 

— , 

— 

Separate  Grain  Rice 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— - 



Tarragon  Mayonnaise 

— - 

1 

— . 

1 

- — - 



Travel  Sickness  Tablets 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — - 

1 

Apples 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- — - 

Cooking  Fat  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

- — 

• — - 

Lard  ... 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

• 

Meat  Pie 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

Pork  Pie 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— 

. 

Cake  and  Pudding  Mix 

— 

1 

/ — 

— 

— 

1 

Catarrh  Herb  Tablets 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

- — ~ 



Charabs 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

Chocolate  Cake  Mix  ... 

• — ■ 

1 

- — • 

l 

— • 

■ 

Herbal  Heart  Tonic  ... 

— . 

1 

- — - 

l 

.. 

— 

Insomnia  Herbs 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- — - 

• — • 

Kidney  Remedy 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

, 

Lyph  Dropine 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

Madeira  Easy  Mix 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Malted  Slippery  Elm  Food  ... 

— 

l 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Molasses  Brewers  Yeast 

— 

1 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

Sponge  Cake  Mix 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

Sponge  Mix  ... 

- — - 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Strength 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- — - 

Suet  Pudding  Mix  Sweetened 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 



Sweetened  Sponge  Mixture  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

• — • 

Tonic  Beer  Ingredients 

— 

1 

— 

1 

- — - 



Bread 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Marmalade 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— — 

Mincemeat 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— - 

— - 

Mixed  Vegetables 

— 

3 

- — - 

3 

— — 

— 

27 

64 

26 

60 

1 

4 

9 

l 

8 

6 

5 
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NOTES  ON  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 


No.  of 

Sample  Article 

I Travel  Sickness 
Tablets 


40  Sponge  Cake  Mix 


.53  Cake  and  Pudding 
Mix 


71  Double  Cream 


9 1 Brea  d 


Analyst’s  Report  Action  Taken 

Tablets  of  Amytal,  a P.I.,  Letter  of  warning  to 
S.L,  S.4.,  poison  supplied  Vendor, 
on  demand  for  Travel  Sick- 
ness Tablets  without  any 
indication  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  article. 

Unsatisfactory  Label.  Letter  of  warning  to 

Manufacturer. 

Ingredients  include  a sub-  Letter  of  warning  to 
stance,  Glyceryl  P.O.E.  Manufacturer. 
Stearate,  which  is  not  per- 
mitted by  the  Emulsifiers 
and  Stabilisers  in  Food 
Regulations,  1962. 

Milk  Fat  46.0%  by  weight.  Letter  of  warning  to 
The  Food  Standards  Vendor. 

(Cream)  Order  states  that 
no  double  cream  shall  con- 
tain less  than  48%  by 
weight  of  Milk  Fat.  Com- 
pared with  this  standard 
the  sample  was  deficient  of 
4.2%  of  the  proper  amount 
of  Milk  Fat. 

Contains  a streak  of  Mineral  Letter  of  warning  to 
oil  or  grease  with  5%  iron,  Manufacturers, 
bound  together  with  veget- 
able debris  and  dust  par- 
ticles that  is  2|"  long, 
wide  and  penetrating 
into  loaf. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Pathological  Examinations 

Positive  Negative 

T otal 

Faeces  : 

For  Dysentery  Organisms 

2 23 

25 

For  Food  Poisoning  Organisms  ... 

...  — 22 

09 

W rnJ 

Infectious  Disease 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  six  wards  of  the  City. 


Bartonsham 

Central 

Holmer 

St. 

Martins 

St. 

Nicholas 

T upslev 

Measles  ... 

36 

10 

44 

174 

74 

35 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

5 

.Scarlet  Fever 

— 

_ 

2 

4 

2 

‘> 

w 

Paralytic 

poliomyelitis  ... 

_ 



1 

_ 

2 

Non-paralytic 
poliomyelitis  ... 







i 

, __ 

__ 

Dysentery 

- — ■ 

- — ■ 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 



— 

— 

2 

Hereford  City,  1962 

Confirmed  Cases  of  Acute  Infectious  Disease  according  to  Quarter 


Disease 

1 st  quarter 

2nd  quarter 

3 rd  quarter 

4th  quarter 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

3 



4 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 
Paralytic 

l 

2 



Non  Paralytic 

— 

— 

1 

- — - 

Measles 

3 

5 

41 

324 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ac.  Pneumonia  ... 

17 

— 

— - 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating 


29 


to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  Milk  Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 


Tuberculosis 


Puln 

nonary 

Non-p' 

ulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  on  Register  at  31st  December, 
1961  

164 

119 

41 

33 

New  Cases  Notified 

5 

2 

2 

2 

Moved  into  District 

9 

7 

— 

— 

Moved  out  of  District 

i 

2 

1 

— 

Recovered 

6 

11 

— 

— 

Died 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Number  on  Register  at  31st  December, 
1962 

152 

115 

42 

35 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 


During  the  year  action  was  taken  to  secure  the  removal  of 
five  persons  living  under  unsatisfactory  conditions  or  because  of 
their  need  of  care  and  attention.  Removal  was  effected  without 
recourse  to  the  Magistrates’  Court  becoming  necessary. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

(All 

Ages) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases 

— . 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

6 

2 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

15 

5 

20 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— ■ 

8 

8 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15 

17 

32 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

23 

39 

62 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

57 

40 

97 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

19 

45 

64 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

16 

4 

20 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

22 

19 

41 

Bronchitis 

20 

8 

28 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

— 

9 

mJ 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

— - 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformation  ... 

5 

3 

8 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

14 

12 

26 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

1 

2 

3 

All  other  accidents  ... 

7 

4 

11 

Suicide 

3 

2 

5 

236 

225 

461 

. 
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